
and to pro vi de for the condem na tion and remo v al of uns alvable structures. To
get h er, these t y pes of bui ld ing and h ousin g codes can act to in s u re a c ontinued 
good qualit y o f b uildin g c onstru ction and maintenance. 

Zoning - Th e Zon ing Ordinance is another tool wh ic h can be extremel y effective 
in guiding development alon g the lines suggested in t h e Land Development Plan. 
Zoning is t h e power o f the publi c to contr ol the use of private prope rty so as 
to prevent encroac h ments on t h e rig h t s of ot h ers. Zoning deri ves from t h e 
"police powe r" wh ose purpose is t o p r omote the h ealth, safet y, convenience, and 
general welfare of t h e communit y. In orde r to accomplish this, t h e ordinance 
divides all propert y in to a number o f cat e gories or "zones," specif y ing for eac h 
the us es permitted or pro h ibited and setting fo rth certain performance standards 
and requirements. The Zoning Map indicates in which category eac h parcel of 
land is classified. Obviousl y , the text of the ordinance and the manner in whic h 
the zones are arranged on the map leave a great influence on the ph y sical de vel 
opment pattern of the community. 

Responsibility for adopting and amending the Zoning Ordinance lies with the Town 
Council, t he Planning Board a cting in an ad vi sor y capacity only. The revised 
ordinance now under consideration which takes advantage of t h e municipalities 
extraterritorial zoning power i n addition to newer concepts of zonin g should al
iowa more effective use of zoning as a means of plan im plementation. 

The da y -to-da y application of the Zoning Ordinance as a means of carr y ing out 
the Land Use Plan in a complex process. It is possible in this process and in 
su b sequent amendments to the ordinance, to lose the proper relationship between 
the Zoning Ordinance and t h e Land Use Plan. Therefore, to hel p avoid losing 
perspective , t h e following zoning principles should be used as guideposts in 
zoning admin i stration and in considering zoning amendments.* 

Reasonable and Legal - Zoning must be reasona ble and uniform in its applica
tion to properties of like class and must stay within t h e bounds of le g al 
a u t h ority. It must h a ve a substantial relationship to a comprehensive plan, 
t h e existin g and potential uses of prope rty and the h eal th, morals , welfare 
and convenience of t h e communit y and t he public. 

* These principles are adapted from t h e Greensboro's Future p ubli s he d by the 
Planning Department of the City of Greensboro, Nort h Carolina. 
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